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1 . SUMMARY. DURING MRS. CARTER'S CALL AT EMBASSY JUNE 6, A 

STUDENT HANDED AMBASSADOR TODMAN AN "OPEN LETTER" FOR MRS. CARTER 
FROM STRIKING STUDENTS AT UNIVERSITY OF BRASILIA. DESCRIBING 
THEIR SITUATION AND GENERAL PLIGHT OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
BRAZIL. INCIDENT WAS NOTED IN LOCAL PRESS, PROMPTING EXPRESSION OF 
SHOCK AND REGRET FROM PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SECRETARY, AS WELL AS 
TWO POINTED QUESTIONS FOR MRS. CARTER AT NEWS CONFERENCE JUNE 7. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING ROSALYNN CARTER'S CALL AT THE EMBASSY THE AFTERNOON OF 
JUNE 6, A STUDENT MANAGED UNPERCEIVED TO DELIVER TO AMBASSADOR 
TODMAN AN ENGLISH-LANGUAGE "OPEN LETTER" ADDRESSED TO MRS. CARTER 
FROM THE STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF BRASILIA (UNB), WHO ARE 

IN MIDST OF INCREASINGLY BITTER AND POLITICIZED STRIKE AGAINST 
THE UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BRASIL 04680 0821 11Z 


3. LETTER OBSERVED THAT MRS. CARTER'S TRIP WAS MOTIVATED BY DESIRE 
FOR FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES, AND PRESENTED 
ITSELF AS EFFORT TO BRING TO HER ATTENTION CERTAIN SPECIFIC 
FACTS IN THAT REGARD. IT DESCRIBED EVOLUTION OF STRIKE, BEGINNING 
WITH SUSPENSION BY UNIVERSITY RECTOR OF 16 STUDENTS WHO PARTICIPATED 
LOCALLY IN THE COUNTRYWIDE STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS OF MAY 19, AND 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


INVOLVING MOST RECENTLY THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A TROOP CORDON 
AROUND CAMPUS, SUSPENSION OF CLASSES FOR THE THREE DAYS OF MRS. 
CARTER'S VISIT, AND THE ARREST OF FIVE STUDENTS. LETTER CITED THESE 
INCIDENTS AS SYMPTOMATIC OF ATMOSPHERE OF OPPRESSION UNDER A 
REGIME WHICH HAS BROUGHT STABILITY "THOUGHT BENEFICIAL TO AMERICAN 
INTERESTS" BUT AT COST OF BASIC FREEDOMS. "ARBITRARY IMPRISONMENT 
AND TORTURE ARE FEARS THAT RULE OUR LIVES," CONCLUDES LETTER. 

"WE SINCERELY HOPE THAT PRESIDENT CARTER'S POLICY TOWARD BRAZIL 
WILL BE GUIDED BY HIS SUPPORT OF THOSE RIGHTS TO WHICH ALL 
HUMAN BEINGS, EVERYWHERE, ARE ENTITLED." 

4. DELIVERY OF LETTER WAS PROMINENTLY NOTED IN MAJOR PRESS COVERAGE 
OF VISIT, JUNEE 7, WITH PAPERS CARRYING DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS FOR 
FULL TEXT OF LETTER. (PORTUGUESE VERSIONS HAD BEEN CIRCULATED TO 
REPORTERS.) 

5. ITAMARATY DECLINED COMMENT ON INCIDENT. PRESIDENTIAL 

PRESS SECRETARY CAMARGO, ON BEING INFORMED EARLIER IN AFTERNOON 
OF POSSIBILITY THAT LETTER WOULD BE PRESENTED, EXPRESSED INCREDULITY 
THAT ONE OF "DEAREST BRAZILIAN TRADITIONS", THAT OF RESOLVING 
PROBLEMS INTERNALLY, WOULD BE BROKEN. SHOULD THIS COME TO PASS, 

HE CONTINUED. HE COULD ONLY LAMENT THAT THE OLD TRADITIONS OF 
PATRIOT- 
ISM AND NATIONALISM HAD BEEN VIOLATED "BY PERSONS WHO DO NOT 
LOVE BRAZIL." WHEN DELIVERY OF LETTER WAS CONFIRMED LATER THAT 
DAY, CAMARGO LIMITED HIMSELF TO EXPRESSION OF "PROFOUND SHOCK." 

6. PRESS ALSO CLAIMED THAT STUDENT SITUATION CAME UP IN CONVERSATIONS 
DURING RECEPTION MONDAY NIGHT (JUNE 6) BETWEEN AMBASSADOR TODMAN 
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AND (SEPARATELY) ARENA PRESIDENT PEREIRA AND MDB PRESIDENT GUIMARAES, 
AS WELL AS BETWEEN NSC REP PASTOR AND THE UNIVERSITY RECTOR. 

7. DURING PRESS CONFERENCE ON AFTERNOON OF JUNE 6, MRS. CARTER 
RECIVED TWO QUESTIONS RELATED TO STUDENTS. ASKED ABOUT THE LETTER 
AND WHAT VIEWS ON HUMAN RIGHTS SHE WOULD TAKE BACK WITH HER, MRS. 
CARTER SAID SHE HAD GLANCED AT IT BRIEFLY, THOUGH NOT YET IN 
DETAIL, WOULD TAKE IT BACK TO THE PRESIDENT PERSONALLY, AND WAS 
SURE HE WOULD APPRECIATE THE STUDENTS' PERSPECTIVE ON THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS ISSUE. ASKED LATER WHETHER THIS RESPONSE WAS A "COP OUT" 

IN THE FACE OF "APPARENT ABUSES RIGHT IN FRONT OF YOUR EYES", MRS. 

CARTER ANSWERED THAT THE QUESTIONER PRESUMED "A DETERMINATION THAT 
I'M NOT IN A POSITION TO MAKE," AND CITED HER CLEAR STATEMENT 
OF US HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY IN MEETINGS WITH SILVEIRA AND GEISEL, 

AS EVIDEN THAT SHE IS NOT AVOIDING THE ISSUE. 

CRIMMINS 
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